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Equality: The love of equality. The equality of
conditions and power. The elimination of a class
system. 

Willed by God. 

Always present and all powerful.

The use of force to incite change or action. 

The belief that all is equal, even God and creation.
Everything is one. 

A modern philosopher who said "I think therefore I
am." Developed the cartesian method of searching
for the truth within ones' own mind.



W H O  W A S  D E  T O C Q U V I L L E ?

T H E  I M P O R T A N T  Q U E S T I O N S

W H A T  I S  D E M O C R A C Y ?

T O C Q U V I L L E S '  P R O O F S  O F

D I V I N E  P O V I D E N C E

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  P O N D E R

LESSON ONE

Alexi de Tocqueville (1805-1859) was born into a noble family in post-
revolutionary France. In 1831, he traveled to America and visited
every state in the union. He wrote Democracy in America, vol 1, in
1835 and vol 2, in 1840.

Tocqueville understands democracy as equality. He saw
democracy/equality as the great political issue of his era, and he
thought that the United States offered the most advanced example of
equality in action. 

Universal
Lasting
Escapes from human power
All events serve its development 

Is the movement toward democracy/equality “providential”?
Do you agree with Tocqueville’s method of determining if
something is providential?
Can we observe the world and figure out God’s will in some way,
and does that apply to the increase in the equality of conditions?
 Are there natural and lasting tensions between the love of liberty
& Christianity? 
If we understand liberty and Christianity properly, do they go
together? 
If there are bad understandings of liberty and Christianity, do they
lead to the conflict between the two?
Are these things in conflict today?

“The organization and the establishment of democracy among Christians
is the great political problem of our time.”



Q U O T E   1 . 0 1  

L E S S O N  O N E

Q U O T E  1 . 0 2

Q U O T E  1 . 0 3

Q U O T E  1 . 0 4

READ ALONG: 

"A great democratic revolution is taking place among us; everyone sees it, but not everyone
judges it in the same way. Some consider it as something new and, taking it for an accident,
they hope still to be able to stop it; while others judge it irresistible because it seems to
them the most continuous, oldest, and most permanent fact known in history."

"So the gradual development of equality of conditions is a providential fact; it has the
principal characteristics of one: it is universal, it is lasting, it escapes every day from human
power; all events, like all men, serve its development."

"It isn’t necessary for God himself to speak in order for us to discover sure signs of his will; it
is enough to examine the regular march of nature and the continuous tendency of events; I
know, without the Creator raising his voice, that the stars in space follow the curves traced
by his fingers."

If long observations and sincere meditations led men of today to recognize that the gradual
and progressive development of equality is at once the past and the future of their history,
this discovery alone would give this development the sacred character of the will of God. To
want to stop democracy would then seem to be struggling against God himself, and it would
only remain for nations to accommodate themselves to the social state that Providence
imposes on them."

"I look back for a moment to what France was seven hundred years ago: I find it divided up
among a small number of families who own the land and govern the inhabitants; at that
time, the right to command is passed down with inheritances from generation to
generation; men have only a single way to act on one another, force; you discover only a
single source of power, landed property.

But then the political power of the clergy becomes established and is soon expanding. The
clergy opens its ranks to all, to the poor and to the rich, to the commoner and to the lord;
equality begins to penetrate through the Church into the government, and someone who
would have vegetated as a serf in eternal slavery takes his place as a priest among nobles
and often goes to take a seat above kings."
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Q U O T E  1 . 0 5

L E S S O N  O N E

READ ALONG: 

"I search my memory in vain; I find nothing that deserves to excite more distress and more
pity than what is happening before our eyes: it seems that today we have broken the
natural bond that unites opinions to tastes and actions to beliefs; the sympathy that has
been observed in all times between the sentiments and the ideas of men seems to be
destroyed, and you would say that all the laws of moral analogy are abolished.

You still meet among us Christians full of zeal, whose religious souls love to be nourished
by the truths of the other life; they are undoubtedly going to become active in favor of
human liberty, source of all moral grandeur. Christianity, which has made all men equal
before God, will not be loath to see all citizens equal before the law. But, by a combination
of strange events, religion is at the moment involved amid the powers that democracy is
overturning, and it often happens that religion rejects the equality that it loves and curses
liberty as an adversary, while, by taking liberty by the hand, religion could be able to
sanctify its efforts.

Next to these religious men, I find others whose sights are turned toward the earth rather
than toward heaven; partisans of liberty, not only because they see in it the origin of the
most noble virtues, but above all, because they consider it as the source of the greatest
advantages, they sincerely desire to secure its dominion and to have men taste its benefits.
I understand that the latter are going to hasten to call religion to their aid, for they must
know that you cannot establish the reign of liberty without that of mores, nor found mores
without beliefs; but they have seen religion in the ranks of their adversaries; that is enough
for them; some attack religion and the others dare not defend it.

So where are we?

Religious men combat liberty, and the friends of liberty attack religion; noble and generous
spirits speak in praise of slavery, and base and servile souls advocate independence; honest
and enlightened citizens are enemies of all progress, while men without patriotism and
without mores become the apostles of civilization and enlightenment!

Have all centuries resembled ours then? Has man always had before his eyes, as today, a
world where nothing is connected, where virtue is without genius and genius without
honor; where love of order merges with the taste for tyrants and the holy cult of 
liberty with scorn for human laws; where conscience throws only a doubtful light upon
human actions; where nothing any longer seems either forbidden or permitted, or honest,
or shameful, or true, or false?" 5



T H E  P O W E R  &  D A N G E R  O F  T H E  M A J O R I T Y

T H E  T Y R A N N Y  O F  T H E  M A J O R I T Y  

T H E  N A T U R A L  E F F E C T S  O F  C H R I S T I A N I T Y

LESSON TWO

In a democratic society, there are relatively equal conditions—a
movement away from inequality and aristocracy and towards equality.
Political power is shared and held by all. 
 

The people can't rule directly. Therefore, the majority rules in the
name of the people. Americans accept the moral dominion of the
majority because if all men are "equal"—many brains are better than
one and because the needs of the many outweigh the needs of the few.
(Quote 2.01)

Once the majority has formed on an opinion, it has great power both
in fact and in opinion. (Quote 2.02)  

The opinion of the majority is so powerful, Tocqueville calls it
omnipotent. He claims this is dangerous because, without justice and
goodness, this power can become tyrannical. (Quotes 2.03 and 2.04) 

"A democratic social state could lead people to either servitude or
freedom, enlightenment or barbarism, prosperity or misery." 

in the 1850s Christianity had quite a hold on America and produced a
positive effect on the majority. It reinforced a love of liberty and
equality. Christianity absolutely rejects the use of force to change the
minds and hearts of men and therefore despotism cannot coexist with
Christianity. (Quotes 2.05 and 2.06)

Regardless of the sect, or denomination, of Christians, the moral
demands placed on man by Christianity are the same. The morality of
Christianity is unifying and forbids certain behaviors and prevents the
majority from evil opinions and actions. (Quotes 2.07 and 2.08)

Therefore, religion acts as the first political institution in America not
only by giving believers a taste for and an understanding of liberty but
also by governing a Christian's use of liberty. Christianity restrains the
majority from doing "anything and everything," including taking
tyrannical actions. (Quote 2.09)



H O W  C A N  F A I T H  C O N T I N U E  T O

I N F L U E N C E  T H E  M A J O R I T Y ?

T H E  T Y R A N N Y  O F  T H E  M A J O R I T Y

LESSON TWO

In post-revolutionary France, Tocqueville sees faith and
equality/democracy at odds. However, in America, he sees them
working in harmony. Tocqueville makes the claim it is the separation
of Church and State that allows the peaceful dominion of faith in
America. (Quote 2.10)

Man alone is never content with the joys of the world: he "scorns life
and fears nothingness." These instincts drive man toward
contemplation, religion,  and hope. Faith is natural to the human
heart. It is only through a kind of moral violence that man is
separated from religious beliefs. Faith is the permanent state of
humanity. (Quote 2.11)

Religion has a natural power over man as a particular source of hope
and because it responds to a deep part of the human condition. When
religion seeks to gain power or influence through political alliance its
natural power is weakened and its legitimate power is put at risk. 

Christianity naturally speaks to all hearts. Through political
entanglement, the natural power of faith is lost. Through the
separation of Church and State, Christianity can influence all men.
When religion aligns with a government, it loses all legitimate power
and the ability to temper the bad effects of democracy.   

Q U E S T I O N S  T O  P O N D E R

Does the majority rule thought in America? 
What is the future of Christianity in America? 
Do Christians still agree on big moral issues? 
In what ways should Christianity be involved in or influence
politics?

"A democratic social state could lead people to either servitude or
freedom, enlightenment or barbarism, prosperity or misery." 



Q U O T E  2 . 0 1

L E S S O N  T W O

Q U O T E  2 . 0 2

Q U O T E  2 . 0 3

READ ALONG: 

"The moral dominion of the majority is based in part on the idea that there is more
enlightenment and wisdom in many men combined than in one man alone, more in the
number than in the choice of legislators. It is the theory of equality applied to minds . . . The
moral dominion of the majority is based as well on the principle that the interests of the
greatest number must be preferred to those of the few."

"So in the United States the majority has an immense power in fact and a power of opinion
almost as great; and once the majority has formed on a question, there is, so to speak, no
obstacle that can, I will not say stop, but even slow its course and leave time for the majority
to hear the cries of those whom it crushes as it goes."

"Omnipotence in itself seems to me something bad and dangerous. Its exercise seems to me
beyond the power of man, whoever he may be; and I see only God who can, without danger,
be all-powerful, because his wisdom and his justice are always equal to his power. So there is
no authority on earth so respectable in itself, or vested with a right so sacred, that I would
want to allow it to act without control or to dominate without obstacles. So when I see the
right and the ability to do everything granted to whatever power, whether called people or
king, democracy or aristocracy, whether exercised in a monarchy or a republic, I say: the
seed of tyranny is there and I try to go and live under other laws.

If liberty is ever lost in America, it will be necessary to lay the blame on the omnipotence of
the majority that will have brought minorities to despair and will have forced them to
appeal to physical force. Then you will see anarchy, but it will arrive as a consequence of
despotism." 

Q U O T E  2 . 0 4

"Thought is an invisible and almost imperceptible power that scoffs at all tyrannies. Today,
the most absolute sovereigns of Europe cannot prevent certain ideas hostile to their
authority from circulating silently within their States and even within their courts. It is not
the same in America; as long as the majority is uncertain, people speak; but as soon as the
majority has irrevocably decided, everyone is silent, and friends, as well as enemies, then
seem to climb on board together." 

8



Q U O T E  2 . 0 4  C O N T .

L E S S O N  T W O

READ ALONG: 

"The reason for this is simple. There is no monarch so absolute that he can gather in his
hands all of society’s forces and vanquish opposition in the way that a majority vested with
the right to make and execute laws can.

In America, the majority draws a formidable circle around thought. Within these limits, the
writer is free; but woe to him if he dares to go beyond them. It isn’t that he has to fear an
auto-da-fé, but he is exposed to all types of distasteful things and to everyday persecutions.
A political career is closed to him; he has offended the only power that has the ability to
open it to him. Everything is denied him, even glory. Before publishing his opinions, he
believed he had some partisans; it seems to him that he has them no longer, now that he
has revealed himself to all; for those who censure him speak openly, and those who think as
he does, without having his courage, keep quiet and distance themselves. He gives in;
finally, under the daily effort, he yields and returns to silence, as though he felt remorse for
having told the truth."

Q U O T E  2 . 0 5

"Christianity, even when it demands passive obedience in matters of dogma, is still of all
religious doctrines the one most favorable to liberty, because it appeals only to the mind
and heart of those whom it wants to bring into subjection. No religion has so disdained the
use of physical force as the religion of Jesus Christ. Now, wherever physical force is not
honored, tyranny cannot endure. Therefore you see that despotism has never been able to
be established among Christians."

Q U O T E  2 . 0 6

"Of all religious doctrines, Christianity, whatever interpretation you give it, is also the one
most favorable to equality. Only the religion of Jesus Christ has placed the sole grandeur of
man in the accomplishment of duties, where each person can attain it; and has been
pleased to consecrate poverty and hardship, as something nearly divine."

Q U O T E  2 . 0 7

"There is an innumerable multitude of sects in the United States. All differ in the worship
that must be given to the Creator, but all agree on the duties of men toward one another. So
each sect worships God in its way, but all sects preach the same morality in the name of
God."

9



Q U O T E  2 . 0 7  C O N T .  

L E S S O N  T W O

READ ALONG: 

"If it is very useful to a man as an individual that his religion be true, it is not the same for
society. Society has nothing either to fear or to hope concerning the other life; and what is
most important for society is not so much that all citizens profess the true religion but that
they profess a religion. All the sects in the United States are, moreover, within the great
Christian unity, and the morality of Christianity is the same everywhere." 

Q U O T E  2 . 0 8

"Therefore, at the same time that the law allows the American people to do everything,
religion prevents them from conceiving of everything and forbids them to dare everything."

Q U O T E  2 . 1 0

"To find it out, I asked the faithful of all communions; I sought, above all, the company of
priests who are the keepers of the different faiths and who have a personal interest in their
continued existence. The religion I profess brought me particularly close to the Catholic
clergy, and I did not delay in striking up a sort of intimacy with several of its members. To
each of them I expressed my astonishment and revealed my doubts. I found that all of these
men differed among themselves only on the details, but all attributed the peaceful dominion
that religion exercises in their country principally to the complete separation of Church and
State. I am not afraid to assert that, during my visit in America, I did not meet a single man,
priest or laymen, who did not agree on this point."

Q U O T E  2 . 1 1

"Never will the short space of sixty years enclose all of the imagination of man; the
incomplete joys of this world will never be enough for his heart. Among all beings, man
alone shows a natural distaste for existence and an immense desire to exist: he scorns life
and fears nothingness. These different instincts constantly push his soul toward the
contemplation of another world, and it is religion that leads him there."

Q U O T E  2 . 0 9

"So religion, which among the Americans never directly takes part in the government of
society, must be considered as the first of their political institutions; for if it does not give
them the taste for liberty, it singularly facilitates their use of it."

1 0



Q U O T E  2 . 1 1  C O N T .  

L E S S O N  T W O

READ ALONG: 

"So religion is only a particular form of hope, and it is as natural to the human heart as
hope itself. It is by a type of mental aberration and with the help of a kind of moral violence
exercised over their own nature, that men remove themselves from religious beliefs; an
irresistible inclination brings them back to beliefs. Unbelief is an accident; faith alone is the
permanent state of humanity.

So by considering religion only from a human viewpoint, you can say that all religions draw
from man himself an element of strength that they can never lack, because it is due to one
of the constituent principles of human nature.

I know that there are times when religion can add to this influence, which is its own, the
artificial power of laws and the support of the physical powers that lead society. We have
seen religions, intimately united with the governments of the earth, dominate souls by
terror and by faith at the same time; but when a religion contracts such an alliance, I am
not afraid to say, it acts as a man could: it sacrifices the future with the present in mind,
and by obtaining a power that is not its due, it puts its legitimate power at risk.

When a religion seeks to found its dominion only on the desire for immortality that equally
torments the hearts of all men, it can aim for universality; but when it comes to unite with
a government, it must adopt maxims that are applicable only to certain peoples. Therefore,
by allying itself to a political power, religion increases its power over some and loses the
hope of reigning over all.

As long as a religion relies only on the sentiments that console all miseries, it can attract
the heart of the human species. Mingled with the bitter passions of this world, religion is
sometimes constrained to defend allies that have offered interest rather than love; and it
must reject as adversaries men who often still love it, even as they fight those men with
whom religion is united. So religion cannot share the material strength of those who govern
without burdening itself with a portion of the hatreds caused by those who govern."

1 1



T H E  P H I L O S O P H I C  M E T H O D S  O F

A M E R I C A N S .  

A M E R I C A N  R E S T L E S S N E S S

S K E P T I C I S M  A B O U T  T H E  S U P E R N A T U R A L  

LESSON THREE

How do people who love equality and are deeply influenced by
equality seek the truth? "America is one of the countries of the world
where the precepts of Descartes are least studied and best followed." 

Americans do not readily accept the authority of tradition,
monarchies, or class. Each American, in pursuing the truth, appeals
only to the individual effort of his reason—Americans want to figure it
out by themselves. (Quote 3.01)  

If one thinks he can figure everything out on his own, then he will limit
what he can "think out" to very limited, practical things. 

Americans are very good at figuring out and improving practical
issues. But religious, metaphysical, or miraculous truths are hard to
explain. This contrast produces skepticism. This democratic
philosophical habit can work against our habits of faith. (Quote 3.02)

R E S T L E S N E S S  O F  S O U L  A N D  M I N D

All men have conceived of God and what a god (or no god) means for
their relationship to the world and their fellow human beings. All men
have answered the question about God's existence and his
relationship to the world. Their actions spur from the answers they
find to these questions.   

Without fixed ideas about God, their soul, and general duties toward
their creator and fellows, men are condemned to disorder and
impotence. Sure action is dependent on having an answer to these
questions of creation, relationship, and duties. When doubt takes hold
of the highest portions of the intellect, man becomes paralyzed. 
 (Quote 3.03)

"I am led to think that, if man does not have faith, he must serve, and, if
he is free, he must believe." 



S P I R I T U A L  R E S T L E S S N E S S  L E A D S  T O

S E R V I T U D E

A M E R I C A N  R E S T L E S S N E S S

LESSON THREE

When doubt, rather than religion, rules in the hearts of men, each
person gets used to having confused and changing notions about
essential questions of life. Opinions are poorly defended, abandoned,
or ignored through mental cowardice.  

Living without firm and defendable opinions weakens the will of man
and prepares citizens for servitude. With disorder and confusion in
their minds, they not only allow liberty to be taken from them but
often give it away. With internal chaos, they long for exterior stability,
even at the cost of their liberty.

If men do not have the set and certain yoke of religion to calm their
minds, they will seek a master elsewhere. (Quote 3.03)     

"I am led to think that, if man does not have faith, he must serve, and, if
he is free, he must believe." 

O U R  N E W  M A S T E R :  P U B L I C  O P I N I O N

Man takes pride in the fact that he is equal to all (and not beneath
any one person or class).
 However, because of their similarity, men have no faith in each
other.  
Since all have similar enlightenment, truth is found on the side of
the greatest number and unlimited confidence in the judgment of
the public. (Quote 3.04) 

"As citizens become more equal and more similar, the tendency of each
blindly to believe a certain man or a certain class decreases. The
disposition to believe the mass increases, and more and more it is opinion
that leads the world."



Q U E S T I O N S  T O  P O N D E R

A M E R I C A N  R E S T L E S S N E S S

LESSON THREE

Who should we turn to for guidance in solving life's big questions?  
Books? 
Religion? 
The majority? 

Does a democratic way of solving problems on our own lead to
skepticism? If so, how does this affect our faith? 
Do we have a restlessness of mind and heart? 
Do we seek masters or tyrants to turn ourselves over to? 

Sin? 
Habits? 
Addictions? 

Are we too susceptible to public opinion? 
How do we prevent servitude to public opinion while also avoiding
the restlessness that comes from our cartesian way of problem-
solving? 

"I am led to think that, if man does not have faith, he must serve, and, if
he is free, he must believe." 



Q U O T E  3 . 0 1

L E S S O N  T H R E E

Q U O T E  3 . 0 2

Q U O T E  3 . 0 3

READ ALONG: 

"To escape from the spirit of system, from the yoke of habits, from the maxims of family,
from the opinions of class, and, to a certain point, from the prejudices of nation; to take
tradition only as information, and present facts only as a useful study for doing otherwise
and better; to seek by yourself and in yourself alone the reason for things, to strive toward
the result without allowing yourself to be caught up in the means, and to aim for substance
beyond form: such are the principal features that characterize what I will call the
philosophical method of the Americans.

If I go still further and, among these various features, look for the principal one and the one
that can sum up nearly all the others, I discover that, in most operations of the mind, each
American appeals only to the individual effort of his reason."

"The custom that the Americans have of only taking themselves as a guide for their
judgment leads their mind to other habits.

Since they see that they manage without help to solve all the small difficulties that their
practical life presents, they easily conclude that everything in the world is explicable and
that nothing goes beyond the limits of intelligence.

Thus, they readily deny what they cannot understand; that gives them little faith in the
extraordinary and an almost invincible distaste for the supernatural."

"There is hardly any human action, no matter how particular you assume it to be, that is not
born out of a very general idea that men have conceived of God, of God’s relationships with
humanity, of the nature of their soul and of their duties toward their fellows. You cannot
keep these ideas from being the common source from which all the rest flows.

So men have an immense interest in forming very fixed ideas about God, their soul, their
general duties toward their creator and toward their fellows; for doubt about these first
points would leave all their actions to chance and would condemn them in a way to disorder
and impotence. When religion is destroyed among a people, doubt takes hold of the highest
portions of the intellect and half paralyzes all the others. Each person gets accustomed to
having only confused and changing notions about the matters that most interest his fellows
and himself." 1 5



Q U O T E  3 . 0 3  C O N T .

L E S S O N  T H R E E

Q U O T E  3 . 0 4

READ ALONG: 

 "You defend your opinions badly or you abandon them, and, since you despair of being
able, by yourself, to solve the greatest problems that human destiny presents, you are
reduced like a coward to not thinking about them.

Such a state cannot fail to enervate souls; it slackens the motivating forces of will and
prepares citizens for servitude.

Then not only does it happen that the latter allow their liberty to be taken, but they often
give it up.

When authority no longer exists in religious matters, any more than in political matters,
men are soon frightened by the sight of this limitless independence. This perpetual
agitation of all things disturbs and exhausts them. Since everything shifts in the
intellectual world, they at least want everything to be firm and stable in the material order,
and, no longer able to recapture their ancient beliefs, they give themselves a master.

For me, I doubt that man can ever bear complete religious independence and full political
liberty at the same time; and I am led to think that, if he does not have faith, he must serve,
and, if he is free, he must believe." 

"As citizens become more equal and more similar, the tendency of each blindly to believe a
certain man or a certain class decreases. The disposition to believe the mass increases, and
more and more it is opinion that leads the world.

Not only is common opinion the sole guide that remains for individual reason among
democratic peoples; but also it has among these peoples an infinitely greater power than
among any other. In times of equality, men, because of their similarity, have no faith in each
other; but this very similarity gives them an almost unlimited confidence in the judgment of
the public; for it does not seem likely to them that, since all have similar enlightenment,
truth is not found on the side of the greatest number. When the man who lives in
democratic countries compares himself individually to all those who surround him, he feels
with pride that he is equal to each of them; but, when he comes to envisage the ensemble of
his fellows and to place himself alongside this great body, he is immediately overwhelmed
by his own insignificance and weakness."

1 6



Q U O T E  3 . 0 4  C O N T .

L E S S O N  T H R E E

READ ALONG: 

"This same equality that makes him independent of each one of his fellow citizens in
particular, delivers him isolated and defenseless to the action of the greatest number.
So the public among democratic peoples has a singular power the idea of which aristocratic
nations would not even be able to imagine. It does not persuade, it imposes its beliefs and
makes them penetrate souls by a kind of immense pressure of the mind of all on the
intelligence of each."

Q U O T E  3 . 0 5

"When the world was filled with very great and very small, very rich and very poor, very
learned and very ignorant, [very fortunate and very miserable] men, I turned my eyes away
from the second to fix them only on the first, and the latter delighted my sight. But I
understand that this pleasure arose from my weakness; it is because I cannot see all that
surrounds me at the same time that I am allowed to choose in this way and to separate,
among so many objects, those that it pleases me to consider. It is not the same for the all-
powerful and eternal Being, whose eyes necessarily take in the whole of things, and who
sees all of humanity and each man distinctly, though at the same time.

It is natural to believe that what most satisfies the sight of this creator and preserver of
men, is not the singular prosperity of a few, but the greatest well-being of all; so what
seems to me decline, is in his eyes progress; what hurts me, agrees with him. Equality is
perhaps less elevated, but it is more just, and its justice makes its grandeur and its beauty."

Q U O T E  3 . 0 6

"I am not unaware that several of my contemporaries have thought that here below peoples
are never masters of themselves and that they obey necessarily I do not know what
insurmountable and unintelligent force that arises from previous events, from race, from
soil, or from climate.

Those are false and cowardly doctrines that can produce only weak men and pusillanimous
nations. Providence has created humanity neither entirely independent nor completely
slave. It traces around each man, it is true, a fatal circle out of which he cannot go; but
within its vast limits, man is powerful and free; so are peoples.

The nations of today cannot make conditions among them not be equal; but it depends on
them whether equality leads them to servitude or liberty, to enlightenment or barbarism, to
prosperity or misery."

1 7



D E M O C R A T I C  M A T E R I A L I S M  

M A T E R I A L I S M ,  P A N T H E I S M ,  A N D

I N S T A N T  G R A T I F I C A T I O N  

LESSON FOUR

Tocqueville observes that, while Americans are the most free and
enlightened men in the world, they were habitually under a cloud of
gravity and sometimes sadness—even in their pleasures.   

In a class society, people do not think about the evils they endure, nor
do they yearn for what they do not possess—their way of life is taken
for granted and accepted. Americans, on the other hand, are
"tormented constantly by a vague fear of not having chosen the shortest
road" to their well-being.  

Constantly concerned with improving their lives, Americans
ceaselessly run after the goods of this world. Without taking time to
enjoy the good they attain, they move on to pursue ever-new
enjoyments.

Social mobility leads people to constantly be grasping at the next rung
on the social ladder—regardless of the fact that they will one day die.
(Quote 4.01)

"Once they become accustomed to no longer being concerned about what
must come after their life, you see them fall easily back into that complete
and brutal indifference about the future."

R E L I G I O U S  B E L I E F S  D I V E R T  T H E

A M E R I C A N  M I N D  F R O M  M A T E R I A L I S M

Americans, because they are not in a set class, are bound to be
materialistic. However, because Americans were serious about the
sabbath there is rest and repose from the constant need for
improvement. 

On Sundays, the whole country takes time to center their souls and
contemplate their place in the world in relation to their Creator.
(Quote 4.02)
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Pantheism holds that all are the same: God and nature are one. 

Christians believe in the Creator and creation. But in times of
democracy, "the mind is obsessed with the idea of unity." Any
separation or "unequal state" bothers the democratic mind until it
rejects any separation in favor of a single whole. 

Pantheism, because it destroys human individuality, will have "secret
charms for men who live in a democracy. . . . It both feeds the pride of
their minds and flatters their laziness." We are part of God—part of a
great unity. 

To understand the grandeur and dignity of human beings, people
must struggle against pantheism. However, to do so is to recognize
both what is above and what is below man. (Quote 4.03)

"Once they become accustomed to no longer being concerned about what
must come after their life, you see them fall easily back into that complete
and brutal indifference about the future."

I N S T A N T  G R A T I F I C A T I O N

With faith, people are accustomed to waiting and working a long time
for their goals. With their eyes set on the afterlife, it is easy to pass on
little desires so that their ultimate desire, Heaven, may be attained. 

People of faith bring these habits of waiting and working (found in the
spiritual life) to their earthly endeavors. They are better prepared to
skip passing fancies so that their loftier earthly goals may be attained.
(Quote 4.04)
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"Once they become accustomed to no longer being concerned about what
must come after their life, you see them fall easily back into that complete
and brutal indifference about the future."

I N S T A N T  G R A T I F I C A T I O N ,  C O N T .

"As the light of faith grows dim the view of men narrows." When
citizens lose a "long view" outlook on life, they are subject to wanting
to realize their slightest desires without delay. There is a loss of hope
not only in the next life, but in the current life as well. (Quote 4.05)

When faithlessness and democracy meet, then the dangers of a
society fueled by the desire for instant gratification increases. The
future is forgotten and men are tortured by the instability of desires.
"In these countries, whereby an unhappy coincidence irreligion and
democracy meet, philosophers and those governing must apply
themselves constantly to pushing back the goal of human actions in the
eyes of men; that is their great concern."

There are certain things about religion that are eternally true, These
Truths help democracy thrive and limit the bad temptations that
democracy presents. How do you approach a people who are so
formed by democracy and equality? What are the ways that you speak
to these people?  How do you present religion? What is the right and
effective pastoral method to protect the power of religion in a
democratic society? 

Reading Tocqueville helps us understand where were are and how the
"New Evangelization" can take place. 

I N  C O N C L U S I O N  

"Nations of our day cannot have it, that conditions within them are not
equal, but it depends on them, whether equality leads to servitude or
freedom, enlightenment or barbarism prosperity or misery."
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READ ALONG: 

"I saw in America the most free and most enlightened men placed in the happiest condition
in the world; it seemed to me that a kind of cloud habitually covered their features; they
appeared to me grave and almost sad, even in their pleasures.

The principal reason for this is that the first do not think about the evils that they endure,
while the others think constantly about the goods that they do not have.

It is a strange thing to see with what kind of feverish ardor the Americans pursue well-
being, and how they appear tormented constantly by a vague fear of not having chosen the
shortest road that can lead to it.

The inhabitant of the United States is attached to the goods of this world as if he was
assured of not dying, and he hastens so much to seize those goods that pass within his
reach, that you would say that at every instant he is afraid of ceasing to live before enjoying
them. He seizes all of them, but without gripping them, and he soon lets them escape from
his hands in order to run after new enjoyments."

"In the United States, when the seventh day of each week arrives, commercial and industrial
life seems suspended; all noise ceases. A profound rest or rather a kind of solemn
recollection follows; the soul, finally, regains self-possession and contemplates itself.

During this day, the places consecrated to commerce and industry are deserted; each
citizen, surrounded by his children, goes to church; there strange discourses are held forth
that do not seem much made for his ears. He hears about the innumerable evils caused by
pride and covetousness.  He is told about the necessity to control his desires, about the fine
enjoyments attached to virtue alone, and about the true happiness that accompanies it.

Back at home, you do not see him run to his business ledgers. He opens the book of the Holy
Scriptures; there he finds sublime or touching portrayals of the grandeur and the goodness
of the Creator, of the infinite magnificence of the works of God, of the elevated destiny
reserved formen, of their duties and their rights to immortality."
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"The mind is obsessed by the idea of unity, looking for it in all directions, and, when it
believes unity has been found, it embraces it and rests there. Not only does the human
mind come to discover in the world only one creation and one creator, this first division of
things still bothers it, and it readily tries to enlarge and to simplify its thought by
containing God and the universe in a single whole. If I find a philosophical system
according to which the things material and immaterial, visible and invisible that the world
contains are no longer considered except as the various parts of an immense being that
alone remains eternal amid the continual change and incessant transformation of
everything that composes it, I will have no difficulty concluding that such a system,
although it destroys human individuality, or rather because it destroys it, will have secret
charms for men who live in democracy; all their intellectual habits prepare them for
conceiving it and set them on the path to adopt it. It naturally attracts their imagination
and fixes it; it feeds the pride of their mind and flatters its laziness.

Among the different systems by the aid of which philosophy seeks to explain the world,
pantheism seems to me the one most likely to seduce the human mind in democratic
centuries. All those who remain enamored of the true grandeur of man must join forces and
struggle against it."

2 2
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"In centuries of faith, the final aim of life is placed afterlife.

So men of those times, naturally and so to speak without wanting to, become accustomed
to contemplating over a long period of years an unchanging goal toward which they march
constantly, and they learn, by taking imperceptible steps forward, to repress a thousand
small passing desires, the better to arrive at the satisfaction of this great and permanent
desire that torments them. When the same men want to concern themselves with earthly
things, these habits recur. They readily set for their actions here below a general and
certain goal, toward which all their efforts are directed. You do not see them give
themselves each day to new attempts, but they have settled plans that they do not grow
weary of pursuing.

This explains why religious peoples have often accomplished such enduring things. By
concerning themselves with the other world, they found the great secret of succeeding in
this one."
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READ ALONG: 

"Religions give the general habit of behaving with the future in view. In this, they are no
less useful to happiness in this life than to felicity in the other. It is one of their great
political dimensions.

But, as the light of faith grows dim, the view of men narrows; and you would say that each
day the goal of human actions appears closer to them.

Once they become accustomed to no longer being concerned about what must come after
their life, you see them fall easily back into that complete and brutal indifference about the
future that is only too suited to certain instincts of the human species. As soon as they have
lost the custom of putting their principal hopes in the long run, they are naturally led to
wanting to realize their slightest desires without delay, and it seems that, from the moment
they lose hope of living eternally, they are disposed to act as if they had only a single day to
exist.

In the centuries of unbelief, it is therefore always to be feared that men will constantly give
themselves to the daily whims of their desires and that, renouncing entirely what cannot be
acquired without long efforts, they will establish nothing great, peaceful and lasting.
If it happens that, among a people so disposed, the social state becomes democratic, the
danger that I am pointing out increases.

(In aristocracies, the fixity of conditions and the immobility of the social body direct the
human mind toward the idea of the future and hold it there.)

When each man seeks constantly to change place, when an immense competition is open to
all, when wealth accumulates and disappears in a few moments amid the tumult of
democracy, the idea of a sudden and easy fortune, of great possessions easily gained and
lost, the image of chance in all its forms occurs to the human mind. The instability of the
social state comes to favor the natural instability of desires. In the middle of these
perpetual fluctuations of fate, the present grows; it hides the future that fades away, and
men want to think only about the next day.

In these countries whereby an unhappy coincidence irreligion and democracy meet,
philosophers and those governing must apply themselves constantly to pushing back the
goal of human actions in the eyes of men; that is their great concern."
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READ ALONG: 

"When the world was filled with very great and very small, very rich and very poor, very
learned and very ignorant, [very fortunate and very miserable] men, I turned my eyes away
from the second to fix them only on the first, and the latter delighted my sight. But I
understand that this pleasure arose from my weakness; it is because I cannot see all that
surrounds me at the same time that I am allowed to choose in this way and to separate,
among so many objects, those that it pleases me to consider. It is not the same for the all-
powerful and eternal Being, whose eyes necessarily take in the whole of things, and who
sees all of humanity and each man distinctly, though at the same time.

It is natural to believe that what most satisfies the sight of this creator and preserver of
men, is not the singular prosperity of a few, but the greatest well-being of all; so what
seems to me decline, is in his eyes progress; what hurts me, agrees with him. Equality is
perhaps less elevated; but it is more just, and its justice makes its grandeur and 
its beauty . . . 

. . . I am not unaware that several of my contemporaries have thought that here below
peoples are never masters of themselves, and that they obey necessarily I do not know what
insurmountable and unintelligent force that arises from previous events, from race, from
soil, or from climate.

Those are false and cowardly doctrines that can produce only weak men and pusillanimous
nations. Providence has created humanity neither entirely independent nor completely
slave. It traces around each man, it is true, a fatal circle out of which he cannot go; but
within its vast limits, man is powerful and free; so are peoples.

The nations of today cannot make conditions among them not be equal; but it depends on
them whether equality leads them to servitude or liberty, to enlightenment or barbarism, to
prosperity or misery."

I N  C O N C L U S I O N  
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